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So lovely, continues the tale, is Joseph even in his early
childhood that Inas, his aunt and Jacob's sister, who nurses
him after the death of his mother, unable to bear parting
\vith him when his father wishes to take him to himself,
devises a trick by means of which she contrives to keep
him with her till her death, which occurs not long after-
wards. Without the boy's being aware of it, she manages to
fasten round his waist a belt which has descended to her
as an hierloom from her father Isaac. When Joseph leaves
to go to Jacob she pretends to miss this belt, which being
found on the lad, he is adjudged a thief, and as such made
over as slave to the person whose property he has stolen,
that being the law in those days.

On the death of his aunt, Joseph goes to live with his
father Jacob, whose love for his beautiful child grows stronger
day by day, so that he begins entirely to neglect his other
sons. This arouses the jealousy of the latter, whose hatred
towards their young brother is yet further increased by
hearing of a dream in which the lad saw the sun, moon,
and eleven stars bowing down before him like slaves. They
therefore scheme among themselves to get rid of the obnoxious
youth. Some propose to kill him off-hand, but at the sugges-
tion of Reuben they decide on casting him into a pit in
the desert and there leaving him to perish of hunger. They
consequently suggest to Jacob that as it is now springtide
when the fields are gay with flowers he should let Joseph
accompany them when they go forth to pasture their flocks
that he may divert himself by playing in the meadows. Joseph
himself, being anxious to go, begs his father's permission,
and so Jacob, though filled with misgivings, is induced to
grant his consent. At first the demeanour of the brothers
towards Joseph is very kind, but as soon as they are well
out of their father's sight, they begin to beat and abuse